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The methods of construction were not always the same*
With the implements mentioned above, wood for building
purposes was either pared of its hark, so as to form rounded
logs,1 or hewn into squared blocks or beams, or split or
sawed into planks. These elements were combined in
various ways so as to form fixed structures. In the case
of very heavy logs or beams, gravity sometimes sufficed to
hold them in place. But ordinarily some device was re-
quired to bind the separate parts together. We may dis-
tinguish five different methods: (1) splicing, (2) nailing,
(3) clamping, (4) notching, (5) gluing. Splicing, by
means of withes or cords, had perhaps a limited applica-
tion. But it was undoubtedly employed for combining
slender materials into stronger units. The torus mould-
ing of the Egyptian cornice was almost invariably painted
with a winding band; the annuli of the Doric capital seem
to represent the cord or ring which held together reeds
which formed the original columns; and to this day in
Greece and Italy scaffoldings are usually constructed of
rounded timbers held together by cords.

Nailing was accomplished either with wooden pegs, or
nails of metal, which might be of iron, bronze or even
silver. These pegs and nails were of various forms and
sizes, and were applied sometimes directly and sometimes
through a reglet, which separated as well as united the
members to which it was applied.

Clamping, by means of wooden or metal clamps ($e/*ara,
/QXTjT/oa), was a method of bonding applied to wooden as
well as stone construction. Dove-tailed clamps, resembling
a double axe and called, therefore, ireKejcZvoi, were often
employed.
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